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My song is pointed therefore

To the younger generation

To preserve the hallowed memory of our forebears,
For they have earned our veneration.

To uplift our Jewish honor

For eternal courage and hope—

To preserve our hallowed identity

And its heroic scope!

After hurt of bitter years of exile, we vow
To heal those bloody wounds of ours—
And never more to allow

Such murders and gruesome horrors!

Spilt Jewish blood cries out
Through the ashes of our martyrs—
In a universal shout

Ringing through the years—

Never more! Never more!

Will we be led like sheep

Through the slaughter-house door!
This vow we shall keep!

Never more, never more,

Shall beautiful lives be cut down! —
Never more, never more,

In our blood shall we be drowned!
Never more shall Jewish lives

Be trampled in the ground!
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Never More, Never More!

I’ve decided, forsooth,
After thinking carefully,
That it is to the youth
That I direct my poetry.

That newly awakened throng

Will hear my telling—

And of that Jewish song

Which within my heart is swelling;
That anguished song

They shall hear—

Deep-suffering, eternally long
Sorrowful song of the martyr.

Words that penetrate

Should enter every youthful Jewish fibre—
So that their heart should pulsate

With a fervent Jewish quiver. . .

As a clarion call

To alife that is brighter—

Leading them on

To a secure Jewish future!

May there come the realization
To this awakening generation—
And quickly will they see

That not light nor joyous

Is the song of our Jewish history!

Yes, such is our history

That is many, many centuries old—

Our pain, suffering, betrayal and misery—
Provocation, annihilation—manifold!
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Children who have not been fated

With the fruits of the earth to be sated. . .
So they suffer——

Hungry and affronted. . .

And we, my child, are plagued by conscience. . . .

Wonder if the world will note their presence?

Will their hunger pangs be eased?

Will there be an end to children’s graves, or children’s caves?
Will a sunny radiance ever be reached?

Oh, how I long to live to see—

In my ripe old age—

No more hunger. . .and everyone sated be
In every home and cottage. . ..

So lay your head on Grandma’s shoulder, do——
And listen to my humble plea:

Not of birds, high in the blue. . .

Nor of blooms richly scented. . . .

As I start my song anew. . .

Listen my child. . ..

And its meaning will come to you!
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To Rachel, Youngest of My Grandchildren

(Your Grandmother’s Testament)

With all seven graces are you endowed. . .
Every fiber in dance engaged. . .

How soft and sweet is the song you sing. . .
Here you gambol. . . here you spring. . .

Here you relate a tale——

And with a wise word, never fail. . .

Yes, graced are you, mischievous one,—
But not with wisdom alone.

You want to be present at every event. . ..

You hum melodies, and with garlands, exquisite,
Weave friendships. . . .animated, vital. ..

Come quickly. Come Rachel,

And beside me sit.

Press your little head to me,

And listen to my modest plea:—

Not of little birds aloft—

Nor of pretty blooms, or sweet scents they waft,
While I sing my song to you now. . . .

Listen, my child, so its meaning you’ll follow:—

Yonder, on tiny streets, wet. . .quagmired—
On threshold of each house there stands
With staring, hungry eyes—a child,

With small skeleton hands. . . .

Unashamed. .. .ragged. ..

Begging. . . with arms outstretched. . .
For stale crusts of bread. . ..
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My Grandson, Marc Louis

Seventh grandson, mine,

How lovable is the dimple

On your right cheek defined.

Your eyes—so large, brown and round,
Your forehead with a poet’s grace. . .
Your silent glance, so profound. . .

How dear to me firmness of your embrace.

Marc, seventh grandson mine—

Your glance with seriousness is rife——
What have you tried to determine,

In your twelve childish years of life?

I know you are a friend

To children of all men. . .

And never a difference find,

Or undue value place

On black or white skin. . . .

Or the color of one’s face. .. ..
That is why you always attract
Children, whose skins are black.

Blessed are you, grandchild, my own,—

With healthy tastes, and traits so desirable. . ..

With this poem, Grandma now implants kiss so warm
Upon your right cheek. . . on dimple so lovable.
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My Grandson, Roger Lee

My grandson, Roger Lee—
Quite a prankster, he. ..

And a lad, sufficiently bold;
Barely sixteen years old. . ..
Worshiping baseball, avidly. . .

His studies. . . hardly known to me,

He would, like his dad, a businessman be. . ..
Blessed with wit beyond his years——
Infinitely popular with his peers. . .

His head crowned with a thatch of black hair,
He’s easily recognized everywhere. . ..

With his white teeth, gleaming. . ..

May they never know decaying!

With his comrades—hearty, yet full of gentleness. . .
And at his side, his pretty miss. . .

And he is in love—divine. . .

In friendship, intimately entwined. . . .

Quietly I observe my young grandson, brave. . ..
When did he suddenly turn so grave?

Once, in fun, I asked him this:

“‘Roger, do you love the pretty miss?’’

Gently he answered, earnestly and wise:

““Dear Grandma, she’s possessed of much good sense;
Extremely happy am I in her presence.”’

And as a grandmother . . . while rejoicing,
I think: ‘“Who knows what time will bring?’’
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Jill

Grandchild mine, my little beauty. . ...

I ponder how to best describe you

So as not to magnify, nor braggart be. . ..
Merely to peer into your eyes,—

How they smile. . . how they verbalize. . ..
How they sparkle with love constantly!
And your dark, curl-tressed head,
Deserving the finest portrait that can ¢’er be made. . . .
So sweet is your bearing, in simplicity. . . .
Great is the impact of your quality

Upon your grandmother, who

Is so profoundly in love with you. . ..

While writing my song,

Aslsit. . ..

I sense the door-knob turn a bit. . . .
Another try—the door quickly opening,
Reveals a glimpse of sunny, springtime skies,
Whose radiance finds its way into my eyes.

Jill, my beauty—my magnificent. . ..

>Tis for you this song I sing. . ..

You are rooted deep within my heart—

And in every limb and fiber of my being. . ..

I kiss your eyes, with fervor,—

Your charming little nose. . . .

I study your lithesome, girlish figure——
A tear of joy begins to well—

That deep within me, I conceal. . ..
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‘I will watch and see

If the mother bird will shield her brood. . .

How long will she tarry?

Will she cover them with straws, as a mother should?

‘““Grandma, observe the wonders we are seeing!
How to the heavens they soar,

Now, I’ve the feeling

To fly like a bird everywhere.

““The air is so fresh—

The trees all a-greening,
Grandma, listen to the thunder
Of the waterfall’s careening,
Piling wonder upon wonder.

““Hush grandma! Be stiller than still!
The little mother bird at last

Brings straws to her little nest,

She flies—grinding like a mill,

The nestlings peep in earnestness,

As they sense their mother’s nearness. . .

““The mother nestles them with her wings—
Shields them, as she sings. . . ..

The birdlings grow. . .

Soon away they’ll fly—

Loneliness shows in her mother’s eyes,

As she stares at the threshold of straw!”’
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Our Grandson, Tommy

Tommy, our grandson,

Holds his eyes open

Perhaps he has seen

A raindrop, on a leaflet green. . .

He studies in wonderment

This leaflet green,

As he contemplates the movement
Of the tree, from whence it came.

‘“‘See grandma

A tree—grown so broad—

His children-horde

Are thin and green,

Countless more than I’ve ever seen!”’

Soon a yellow bird alighted—

With beak ever so sharp,

“‘Look grandma, on the doorstep—
Her pecking—Ilike the sounds of a harp.

‘“Wings spread out—

It soars up from whence it came,
Sings out, like a flute. . .

Oh, how strong is her frame.

‘“‘Grandma look’’ he calls.. . . .
How great the wonder deep. . .
““When night falls,

Where will her children sleep?

“They are but newly born,

And cannot yet fly,

Does the mother leave them alone?
So pray for them will I.
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My Song of Songs

Grandchildren mine!

The apples of my eyes. . .
Most beautiful of beauties. . ..
Wisest of the wise. . .

Most beloved

Of the loved.

Julie, my grandchild,

Full of all virtues. . ..

Your smile, your delicacy. . ..
Your natural charm. ..
Enfolds me

With heart-easing calm.

Clay, young bearded groom-to-be,

With Katherine, so lovely,

That you’ve chosen as your bride. . .

With all your sensitivity. . . .

The groom—the ‘“Song of Songs’’ immortalized.

Lawrie, my musical genius,

So much have you brought to me
Of joy sublime.

T&ste myself of your goodness. . . .
Much too short the time!

Grandchildren mine,

Each a verse from the Song of Songs—
The apples of my eyes. . .

Most beautiful of beauties—

Wisest of the wise. . . .

Most beloved of the loved.
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Ink on Paper

What do I derive from it?

That constant scribbling on so many a ream,
Thoughts, feelings, that always seem

To cause my blood to spurt!

I hold forth in silent discourse—on paper!
‘“You—so many times a mother—

Be still a while, and listen!

You’ve lived your mission to complete. . .
Your blooming—your sowing. . ..

Was all for the good.

You gave the world your branching, your growing,
Nurtured with Jewish blood.

““Why do you ceaselessly sing

Of bygone sorrows—of light, now dead?
Why—all the dismantling, the dissecting
Again and again, the holocaust dread,
As if unaware of it so long?

Why can’t you change your song

Of duress and affliction

To a melody of love and consolation?

‘‘Heal your heart!

Rid it of hate, complaint and grief!

Prepare for the start

Of a better life!

And for our children’s children assure

A world of peace—planted to forever endure!

““Hear the new land’s voice!
Erase hatred of diaspora-years bleak. . . .
Stretch out your hand of peace
And seek
That youthful generation
Which gave birth to a new life—
To a new nation!”’
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On a Boat on the Sea of Kinnereth

Bright blue sea of Kinnereth—

Where the earth first saw its dawn. . . .
Sanctified is the clearness of your depths. . ..
Upon your silvery billows our ship plies on.

The waters, our tiny ship agitating. . .
Causing it to rise and fall noisily——
And I become confused in my thinking

By the waves: mountainous, foaming, silvery. ...

My heart shrivels within,

In deep-rooted enduring. . ..

And looming upon my vision

Is a vista of grieving, of Jewish mourning. . ..

From afar a twig I see. ..
Torn by the storm from a tree. . ..
’Tis evident it had drifted long,—

As if to herald our joy—but barely succeeding. . .

A long distance the twig was borne—

And struggling in the sea—

The leaves of the twig all torn

Twig and leaves together floating stubbornly—
They will come in time!

Sea of Kinnereth, brightly blue—

I sing my song to you. . .

My song of joy—truly blessed—
From a heart that hopes and quests
For the blessed hour of peace and rest.

Sea of Galilee—

Wonder of the world’s early dawn. . ..
Upon your billows, silvery,

Our boat is being borne. . .
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In uniform, the young man—
Proud—eyes ablaze. . ..
Ready to defend the land

In which he was raised.

At his side

Charming, soldier-maid. . .
With medals upon breast
Of her military dress.

On this day, so bright with sun——
The sky so brilliantly blue——
Were I only young again,

I’d stroll the streets with you.
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On the Streets of Tel Aviv

A day of such vividness—

Blue as childrens’ eyes is the sky,
And in abbreviated modern dress
The youth stroll by.

Their speech—so familiar. . .

Yet beyond my ken——

Short skirted, each girlish figure,

Its beauty to enhance—

Exposing limbs that seem ready to dance.

Bright colored garment gives still greater effect
To skin, adhering so closely. . . .

Bodies, sculptured and erect,

Moving with grace and agility.

And the young men—

Bearded, hirsuite—

Cast glances at each passing maiden
With eyes as if darkened by soot.

And, indeed, darkly charming
Is the youthful, strolling throng,
Sunny and beaming,

In sheer joy of song. . ..

Like ebullient water, from swollen wells,
Their humming, jovial speech. . .

No proseletyzing of morals. . .

Only love confirmed—from each to each. . . .
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Our foe still in ambush lays,
Refuses to see, nor comprehend,
That you, my people, were always
Stubborn and undaunted!

Young and old

Unto the heavens you shout courageously. . .

With flames, fiercely bold,
You blocked the path of the enemy.

A new life made, with fist and spade. . .
You dig deep—and build—apace. . ..
In the old—new land,

The payment for your horrible disgrace.

Y ou sing Israeli songs

With pride in every sinew. . . .
You are a hero born—

A fighting Jew!
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My People

My Jewish people—

My song to you is dedicated

To the day when you were born.

With woe and pangs were you nourished,
But—hoping—you went on.

Your song begins early,

At your very cradle. . .

Your swaddling clothes—adversity—
Of enslavement, eternal.

With tears you were nurtured,
In need, you were reared.
With zeal—Torah studied——
While the years fled.

Although always in poverty you dwelt—
Lacking means for your bread. . ..

You laid bricks—and built

For others—instead.

My people, you have always been oppressed,
Living in constant jeopardy. . .

Still you plodded ahead,

And wove dreams—hopefully. . ..

You’ve returned to your land, my people,—
Set up candles in traditional belief. . . .
With song and with dance,

You’ve built anew your own life.
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The Spark Is Unextinguished

Need I be prompted?

Has all from memory fled?. . .
I do not even seek to convey
That time upon me heavily lay.

The past parades before my eyes—

Time has piecemeal my youth shredded. . ..
Days and years have hastily flown by. . .

But somehow the spark glows, unextinguished!

Within my heart, loyalty is sealed
To youth, to joy—even anguish. . . .
Can such love ever be measured

Or described in suitable language?

Now I gaze upon life differently—
Newly disposed—kneaded to all about me,
To the youth—I’m of antiquity. . .
To the old—a bird, from a cage newly free!

On the way ’twixt youth and the auld—
I wouldn’t shorten the span one whit. . .
For there’s a time which brings the weld
Between today and yesterday—and this is it.

I want to hasten with love to restore,

That which was long overlooked through generations. . .
To find confidence in life evermore—

And hear the valley’s reverberations. . .

Oh, to see the past before my eyes. ..

Youth, which time has shredded. . ..

Years, indeed, have flown by——

But the glow of my spark remains unextinguished.

3k 3k sk ok 3k %k k

101



177

My Restless Tear

(Baylor Hospital)

My vagrant tear
Coursed from a corner
Of my eye

And trickled to my lips.

I felt in this streaming,

A stinging, salty tang. ..

I didn’t ask the when and why of it—
I probably swallowed it.

My tear, of such transparency,—

Sprang from within me, uneasily. . ..

How much loyalty does your silent declaration cover?
How much love, in your crystal clear color?

Teardrop: how you’ve warmed me. . .
Touched me ever so deeply. . ..
Saddened me—and brought tears saline;
Yet brought a calm—sanguine.

I find myself at ease—

At the consolation you brought me, beloved tear. . ..
Once more everything within me lives. . . .

My heart no longer feels compressed with fear.
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However, an answer came clearly:

“To grow incensed, what is the use?”’

So I'sit and muse——

Still those unbidden furrows will come increasingly
Which I’ve got to accept

And just treat them good-humoredly. . ..

As I quickly grow older——

And I and ‘my friends’ grow closer—

I tell myself:

““Through the years you’ve acquired

Many such friends—so cozy. . ..

Now welcome them as the best

Of greatly honored guests!

Travel along with them on that smooth lane

That you have already for a long time trodden. . ..

% 3 3k ok k Kk k



179

Wrinkles

On my skin, so even textured,
A minute crease was manifest.
At first I paid it scant heed—
Then stroked the univited guest.

In time, even forgot

The tiny line my face begot. . .

Until upon my brow,

Wrinkles appeared in a horde

Like soldiers, all in a row,

Which I wanted banished, not ignored!

Then with a shake and a shiver,

That set my saddened heart a-quiver,
I said: “‘I will not concede

To you, arrogant corrugations—

At this very moment I’ll impede

All your manifestations. ...”’

However the visitors of my accumulated years
Brashly carried on, as they pleased,

Held ranks, sank deeper—

And even increased. . . .

So this state of affairs

Led me to further despair. . . .

Thereupon my plaints I sent
To God in heaven, voicing my displeasure:
‘“Well? What has it meant?

All these wrinkles without measure. . .?’
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Years and Days Gone By

Bygone years and days,

Have their well-trodden pathways;

They distort toes and fingertips. . .

Leave their imprint on skin and hips.
Dig deep furrows, that make us grieve. . .
Create havoc—then take leave!

Oh, those bygone years and days,

Have their well-trodden pathways;

Our sharp hearing, they impair. . .

And if that is not enough—

Cataracts dull our vision, to our despair—
Making life worth but a pinch of snuff.
No matter how hard we strive. . .

They make us shudder—then take leave!

Oh, those bygone years and days,

Indeed tread out their well-worn pathways;
They heighten blood pressure,

Shorten breath beyond measure——

Make us gifts of arthritis. . . bursitis. . .

And neuritis without end. . .

And rheumatics, more than one can believe. . .
Create chaos, then take their leave!
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Nor the wailing of a mother
Heart torn in desolation—

On the loss of one and only son
In war’s devastation.

But how about my knees?

I seek for them some sort of relief. . .
Even when the stomach decrees

The need for food—however brief.

To the fourth season, it appears,
I’ve somehow found my way. . ..

I will no longer count months and years. . .

But will count every week and day. . .

Just let my knees, a tiny bit, move along. . . .

Cease to plague my years with pain. . . .
Then I would sing a new song—
If you would serve me once again!
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My Knees

In those years of childish antics,

When my knees would freely bend, in races frantic,
Who would have thought—on that score—

That those knees of mine would bend no more.

Suddenly my knee stubbornly conspires—
Doesn’t permit my leg a step to go. . ..

I think ’twas not too long ago

That I pranced as if on a tight wire. . ..

My flexible knees—you’ve grown rigid——
Act as if rooted to the spot. . ..

I remain—as if undecided——

What’s to be done now?—I know not. . ..

In vain my shaking and protest. . ..
Though my protest be loud indeed!

Do you seek your power to test,

As if a punishment by heaven decreed?

I think, against wrinkles I’ve a remedy——
It affects me as does last year’s snow. . ..
I’ve lived to earn them rightfully. . .

After all, what do I demand of them now?

Cataracts may dull my eyes,
Perhaps they can be restored. . ..
My hearing is not as before. . .
Perhaps a blessing in disguise.

No more can I hear the noise
Nor listen to the tumult any longer

Of the sounds of children’s cries
In painful hunger. ..
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In Our Bookcase

A book winked, directed at myself—
Where long it stood till now,
Orphaned on its shelf,

Waiting its gifts to bestow.

My hand in sudden thrust

Reached out and took it from its nook.
Wiping away the accumulated dust,

I leafed through the long neglected book.

A brilliant thought—then a revelation
Of a master, was brought to me,
Lucid portrayer of our generation

In the young twentieth century.

Can one exact a penalty

Upon one’s own person?

It seems to me

There isn’t such a weapon!

I scan pages still new—

Still uncut—

As if a brand new printer’s product.

Indeed I had found a treasure

In our bookcase, long in disuse,—
Patiently awaiting our pleasure

Its wonders to peruse. . . .

Because I had never found that time of day
Until I turned old and gray.

Beloved poet, I beg to be forgiven——
The loss, of course, was mine. . .
From your riches, so long hidden,

I reap the benefits sublime.

For your interpretation of life’s meaning—
How to give thanks, overdue so long—
For that great gift of learning,—

To express it all in the words of a song.
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Remembrance

On the horizon, the sun dips low,
Passing days remind me

Of youthful years that long ago
Were all filled with gaiety. . ..

How beautiful you are, my world, in spring,
The air—refreshing and fragrant. . .

Birds twitter, butterflies a-wing. . .

Life’s renewed—beckoning enchantment. . . .

I’m reminded of exciting, youthful years. . .
Of words, like quiet footsteps, falling;

Of moon, rainbows and the stars. . .

And a heart, with blood that’s seething. . .

The magic power of spring
Drawing you, drawing. . . .

Love’s smiles—dream-wise,

In the mild glances of your eyes. . . .

Again one is reminded

Of life in that long ago—

Words from one’s memory leap forward
Like a reverberating distant echo.

You still see the bench in the garden,
As we sit—secluded from the street——
In that heartbeat’s rhythm,

Can one, from that, a poem complete?

A song—Ilike a secret whisper,

As if in the stillness—a whimper

A song without words—throughout. . ..
One that may say quitealot. . ..

On the horizon, the sun dips low,
Passing days remind me

Of youthful years that long ago
Were all filled with gaiety. . ..
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Then listen, children, pranksters young:
Let your youthful experience tell you,
And let this be a warning

How to measure, and where to go. . .

So remember, children, years of teaching,
Years of learning—

How to think, and how to weigh,

And how not to be led astray. . .

Life tells us quite soon,

That there is a time for pranks, or for play;
When to sing—or carry on;

When people’s pathos or joy to assay;

When to dream—and how to love. . ..
How to fight, and how march on. . ..
There’s a world of freedom to weave,
There’s a world of justice to be won.

Hey you prankster, playful youngster,—
You will be the conductor!. ..

Here you poke your tongue at me,

Then wave your hands so gracefully. . ..
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The Children’s Orchestra

Hey there, prankster,

Mischievous youngster,

Conductor of the first degree. . .

First you poke your tongue at me—
Then you would a musical director be.

Your proficient little hands,

Fly gracefully as an arrow from a bow,
Holding a magic wand. . ..

As strong walls crumble before you now.

Here you leap high indeed. . . .
Here you swiftly run. . ..

Then, child orchestra you lead—
Waving your magic baton.

Here and there—a pebble cast,

A branch from a tree, you pluck,

You wander far into the forest. . ..
Then ’tis difficult to find the way back.

The air is rent with great clamor,
Every child’s instrument in use—

And you, young man, mischief-maker,
March deeper into the woods.

Pitch-dark falls the night,

Peril-freighted children weep in fright,
And you, without reason, without thought,
While anxiety presses on every little heart.

Children, loudly lift your voices!

Beat your drums, the clatter increase. . . .
Perhaps someone will hear us,

Aund lead us out of the woods.
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To You

(For Hershl on our 39th wedding anniversary)

The eighth of January, 1961,

The spreading warmth of the sun,

With torrid light,

Filled our hearts with extreme delight. . .

With soft loam you covered flowerets

And tenderly kissed them with your fingertips.

The sun warmed your flower bed

That eagerly waited to be watered.

You, who these blossoms planted,

Saw that their wish was granted.

You would sprinkle these flowers,

Never leaving the task to others.

Paens of praise will meet

Your beautiful garden, fresh, airy and neat.

Never was bloom indifferently, callously
lifted from its bed,

But handled with loving, fatherly care, instead.

Let but the lovely spring arrive to stay—

That will enable you joyously

To resume your flowery play.

In the awakened early dawnings—

When the spring insinuates its presence,

And the dew leaves the grasses silvering

In the sunshine, blossoms burst with color and essence;
And ’twixt beginning and end of the evening prayer,
When the sun will leisurely lower—

From the wonder of the blossoming splendor,

You will heartily reap benefits grand. . ..
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My Morning Prayer

How clear is your rising,

Rays upon my window pane!
Unnoticed for so long,

Hidden by pulverized atomic grain.

Delight my eyes

With the viewing of the dawn;
Unify the hues,

With flowerlets newly born.

The outdoors trumpets its siren call
To a joyous life for all. . .

So drive off the turbulence

From the fabric of my conscience.

Heal and bring warmth to me—
Spirits—now pain-laden—renew. . . .
Burst forth mercifully,—

The time is long past due!. ..

Sunny rays! Do not tarry too long,
The hour is ripe. . .

Come with song,

Bring unity to Man forevermore!
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Is it peace and enlightenment

All over the whole wide world?

Your heart would warm in contentment,
If life is no longer in peril held.

And in the air let there be echoed

The songs of humankind——

Stirring each heart with friendship good—
And love, eternally blesséd, find.

Now with thoughts following one another—
And the paper with words begins to fill. . . .
The clock ticks on—at its pleasure

Time runs on despite one’s will.

3% 3k 3k %k %k %k k

88



190

In the Middle of the Night

You have the urge to write. . .
Willy-nilly, without thought—
The pen takes flight,

Your strings grow taut. . ..

Letters in the alphabet, follow one another,
Soon paper with words fill. . .

The clock ticks on, at its pleasure,

Time runs on, despite one’s will. . . .

Your only desire—your dreams. . . .
Your only intention—to ruminate. . . .
Writing on new themes,

No disturbance can tolerate. . . .

You begin your rhyming,

No sooner than you begin to stir. . . .
A hodge-podge resulting. . ..

That is neither here nor there.

All others are abed, the house is silent—
You alone, only you, persist. . ..
Neither awake, nor asleep,

You do not laugh, you do not weep. . ..

What is it you wish to tell us?

Does your musing know no stay,

To occupy you till sunrise. . . .

What do you want, in your own way?
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Hope for The New Year

Pondering brought decision for joyous refrain,
To reawaken hope and spirit again. . .

Indeed, *twill be a difficult path to follow—
For too deeply etched within me is my sorrow.

So I write my very first line. . .

An accomplishment of good omen—
Putting promising word on paper, at last,
Which practically my heart caressed. . .

Encouraged, hopeful, in that for which I long. . .
"All about me is in song,——

I see the world stride toward the peace at hand. . .
United is humankind of every land!. ..

Violins with joyful tunes, I hear. . ..

Every wall bedecked with a peace banner. . .
Faces glowing joyfully——

The air quivers with talk of amity. ...

The fields urge: It’s time to sow!

Once again will roosters crow. . .
Rousing humankind to till the soil——
The earth is thirsting for fruitful toil!. ..

Oh, how heartily will I sing. . .

Soon the bells will ring

In the peace; the hours will sweeten,
And the skies once more will brighten.

Impatient am I to see the wonder
Of trees greening far and near. . .
Fruit for humanity and its children——
And for each, a lovely blossom to bear!
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A Sunny Morn

How does one warm one’s vitals?

How suppress one’s cheerless thoughts?
So that we can, in proper fashion,
Greet a sunny morn!

No matter that the weather’s cold—
The sun shines nonetheless. . .

I look for something to console me——
And I ponder: ’twas ever thus. . .

But how can we prevent
Such gruesome injustices?
I ponder and I ask:

Is the world also mine?

As it is Iris’s or Johnnie’s;
Or Katherine’s or Jamie’s?
If so, then I too

Am a party to all this. . ..

I, too, want to serve the world

With all the strength within me. . .
Contribute my small efforts——
Nurture the branches of my tree——
Yield up my fruit

To a cooperative earth. . ..

And live with humankind—

With my people,

In dignity and peace.

Blesséd will be the morn

When humankind will

From enmity and hatred be free.
And should there come

Such a day—

When rays from the bright sun
Will bring warmth indeed

To all humankind’s vitals. . . .
Then. . .oh, then...

Will we sing

Only blesseéd, joyous songs!
3% 3k 3% 3k ek k
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Two Dolls

Two dolls of one manufacture—

One found its way to the wealthy. . .

The other—into a hovel of the poor. . .
The former, midst joy, ease and satiety—
The latter, the opposite sphere.

One day, the doll of accidental prosperity
Turning to the other, said: ‘‘Look at me!
At my beautiful garb that flatters,

And look at you—who only wear tatters.”’

The latter replied: ¢“You say I’m in rags attired,
And you—in exquisite toilette, so admired,

Have fallen into rich hands. . . with the well-fed. . .
Do you know what it is to go hungry to bed?”’

“Do you see, sister, what I witness, the moment I arise?
At every step so drear,

Where in the glance of a child’s eyes

There glistens a tiny round tear.

““The tear-wetted cheeks I see—
Those bright eyes, wherever I go. . .
Where hunger wrenches at each belly,
While life overflows with woe. . .

‘“And you, ever catered to—

Never lacking for caress, nor kiss,—
Your day is laid out for you. ..
How can you, rich doll, know

How the other half lives?”’

Two dolls of the same manufacture. . .
One found its way to the wealthy,

The other—to a hovel of the poor. ..

The former, found ease, joy and satiety—
The latter, the opposite sphere.
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My Desire

Would that I could describe,

If I were able to,

In the simplest words I know—
As to how things are—

And how things go. . ...

Oh, if only my mind was at rest,
So my thoughts I could analyze—
And express

All that within me lies—

Then indeed would I

Reach the heights of ‘“‘Mount Sinai.”’

My very first sentences would have read

Of my appreciation of potatoes and bread. . ..

I would my blessings yield

To hay-gathering in the field. . .

I would exalt the master of slippers and shoes;

I would bless the brilliance of the needle that sews. . .
The wheels of the clock that rotate night and day—
The laying of brick. . .the kneading of clay. .. ..
The building of shelter, where man can reside,—
And for people o’er the great world wide. . . .

And in all my writing,
Daily, I would ¢‘Zmires’’! sing—

I would bless the hands that dig the earth. . ..
And raise infinitely high—humanity’s worth!

v Zmires—Sabbath songs.
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And wigs—yellow or red,

Twisted, so as to be wondered at—
Like saffron-dyed holiday bread,—
For sale—so great is their merit.

Women’s jewelry, in baskets brimming;—
Imported from afar.

One thinks that within them lives are stirring
So dazzling in brilliance they are. . .

The sight of those silky strands in array,
Leaves me no quiet, norest. . ..

In a corner, hanging amid garish display—
My heart throbs. . . . great is my distress!

On this decorous thoroughfare,

I stand near brightly lit display case,
And gaze at these commodities bizarre—
Eyes tearing. . . wetting my face!
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Proud Young Bridal Braids

On decorous thoroughfare—
In brightly lit display case,
Lie luxuries odd and rare—

Exciting, dazzling, shimmering in their place.

Hair styled in the latest fashion,
Brought in from foreign clime,
For the ultra-modern woman,

Exquisitely curled and shaped so fine. . ..

Combed in ringlets—

In colors of every hue. . ..

Twisted in wavelets—

Presaging new modes that are due. . .

Reflecting a charm of their very own,
Are proud young bridal braids of hair:
Chestnut colored, black and brown—
Undulating in waving tiers.

Blonde strands so delicate—
Silky soft as that of children. . ..
On twig-like pegs are set,

Fresh as if blown by the wind.

Hair, like on high turbans borne,
Hair, just turned gray,

Cropped and shorn—

Asif on green turf lay. . ..
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The Bird:

Your gift very easily I can forego—

As for the fresh worm that you gave. . .
Just let me from this cage freely go——

I’ll dig my own, when no longer a slave. . ..

To depend upon your largess—

No matter your intent. . .

I’m stuck inside this hand-made nest,——
The cause of my lament. . ..

Only free me from my thralldom—

Let me go my way at last. .. ..

I’ll build my own nest with feathery down,
And peck for a worm in the dewy grass.

Heartily will I then sing a song—

With love, and a new motif. . ..
Release me from these fetters strong. . .
Let my steps be free—let me live!

My little heart will sing
Gay melodies to you once more——

And my young nestlings will also
Greet your open door. . ..
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Spring and Freedom

How lovely the sun spreads its warmth
And the breeze is caressingly gentle;
Young flowerets in headlong growth—
As if a wager to settle.

Delightful is the fragrant air—
Harmonious is the song

Of the birds on the branches
Twittering like tiny bells being rung.

But the little bird, the yellow one—
Is caged from the world without——
Using its far-sighted eyes. . .

It peers suspiciously about. . .

Pray tell, little bird, why into your melody
A grey note seems to creep?

You hide inside your little nest

As if dissatisfied with your keep.

To you a small gift I bring——

A fat little worm, freshly caught,

Still wriggling. . .

Beloved mine. . .don’t be so distraught!. ..

Take a snip, little yellow beak—
And swallow that little worm.
Sing your sweet little melody——
Today you shall joyous be!. . .

That’s right! Now, well satisfied,

You’ll have your well-earned rest,

And when you’ll awaken, my little song-bird,
You’ll have food of the very best.
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Early Morning

Today there’s no desire for song,
The world about us seems all wrong,
There’s no desire for slumber,

I hear a divine voice thunder:

With sleep I am done,

The day is already dawning. . .

The night has gone—

For the yesteryears—there is no mourning.

With windows thrown open

Your dreaming must cease. . . .

You will welcome, you will welcome,
The sweet sounds of peace!

Yesterdays’ sorrow

Replace with joy now, you must—
Prepare for the morrow

A path that is just!
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Nothing escaped his eye, ear or pen. . ..

Even the making of a revolution. . . .

He captured the ideals of those exiled to Siberia. . .

Real sorrows were tempered with moments of euphoria. . .

Such weighty problems as conversion,
Pogroms and strikes, and emigration,

Weren’t from his stories omitted. . . .

But to his readers, humorously transmitted. . . .

His metier became laughter through tears,

With which he did beguile his peers. . . .

He always felt at one with his readers,

Whether they be townspeople, the poor, or the leaders. . . .

‘“Fiddler on the Roof”’ or *‘Tevye the Dairyman”’

Has universal appeal to “Everyman’’. ..

The people may be different—the problems the same—

““Laughter through tears’” brought Sholem Aleichem great
fame.

His last will and testament is still being respected

Asregards reading his stories, with humor infected.. . . .

His writings appeal to all humanity—

Since the problems of humankind have their universality. . . .

Sholem Aleichem will long be remembered—
Not only on dates of birth and death. . . .

For the treasures of his pen will remain, indeed,
To enrich all the peoples of the earth.
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He wrote of insurance agents—

And of Jews who were indigent. . . .

Of those who could make a dollar from thin air—
And of those, whose earnings were very spare.

The rich he dressed in diamonds, furs and feathers—
The poor—in torn pants, and worn shoe-leather.

His settings were varied, as were his characters. . . .
The unwed and the married, were topics for laughter.

Even the foods described by his pen
Would set the moods for much he has written.

His description of the Sabbath fish—

With its accompanying pungent horseradish
Could really any appetite whet—

Or make you pull your belt tighter yet. . .

His topics with the seasons would vary—

Came Shevuoth, and his topic was dairy. . ..
Foods made of milk, eggs or cheese, and the like—
All described for mouth-watering appetite.

Even Yom Kippur prayers of repentance—
Asking for blessings—and forgiveness;
The ““Kapores’’* sacrifice and the tears
Were fit subjects for his peers.

He wrote of ‘““‘Menachem Mendel’’
With his thousand alibis and multiple exaggerations,

And of his spouse, ‘‘Sheine Sheindel”’
Who scorched the earth with her maledictions.

* Kapores—sacrificial fowl or fish slaughtered on the eve of the Day of Atonement.
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To Sholem Aleichem*
(On the Occasion of his 100th Birthday)

Though one hundred years have passed
Since the date of his birth,

The treasures that he has bequeathed us
Will eternally enrich the earth.

Sholem Aleichem was already writing,
When he was merely a stripling—

At a time, when ’mongst Jews
Laughter, jest and humor

Were often considered sacrilegious.

The desire of this great writer

Was to make Diaspora woes lighter;
So, putting his talent to excellent use,
He turned into laughter, every abuse.

And his characters, he drew

From people that he really knew—

Such as the worker, the toiler, the tailor,
The tinker, the salesman, the peddler. ..
The matchmaker—and the meddler.

The beggar and the rich man

Were described with all their foibles. . .
The rabbi in long beard and caftan—
With his skull cap and long curls.

He wrote of the landlord and his lady—
Of the rich, who went to the sea-

Shore or spas to improve their health—
And thus spent part of their accumulated wealth. . . .

*(Freely translated from the Yiddish by Jeanette and Yudel Cohen)
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My Song

My deeply-rooted song—
You do not need a rhyme—
Sing-out your pain so deep,
In Jewish flavor steeped.

My song—

In festive days,

In the light of the sun,

In green-leafed tree of spring,
In new young grass,

You mirror my past. ..

My deeply-rooted song:

You see my agéd father

In white prayer shawl wrapped—
And gently you embrace

My mother’s mild, wrinkled face.

Now you weave blue bows

Into sister’s thickly plaited braids—

And before me, you unfold

Spritely figure of my brother

With black hair, satiny smooth—

Down the middle, neatly parted. . .

And now my song bursts forth in tears

From deeply buried wound, that has long there smarted.

(On a visit to Israel)
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Longing

Tell me, dwarf pine trees,
Close to the shore,
Where are the hands
That planted you there?

Tell me, little stream,

Clear and crystalline—

Do you long for Jews of yore,

Who, at ‘‘tashlekh,’’* lined your shore?

Who, upon the tiny grasses, treads,
Close by the streamlets edge?
Who sings songs to you today,

Who now your tiny pebbles count,
That now are overgrown with moss?
Whom do dreams now overtake,

At your side, while wide awake?. . .

Do, to you banks, still come Jewish maids,
With hair done up in plaited braids?

Do they still come to the stream

With bundles of wash to be cleaned?

Tell me, dwarf pine trees,
Close to the shore,
Where are the hands
That planted you there?

* Tashlech—At Rosh Hashanah, when Jews empty their pockets, and shake out
their sins.
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Probing, digging, searching—
Amongst rags and broken-up toys—
In a nook,

I find an antiquated page

Of my mother’s prayer book;
Beloved symbol of her piety—

Only that sole remnant greeted me!

Of a sudden

I hear my father’s ‘‘nigun,’’2

Hoarse, throaty—as from deep excavation—
He laments over ““Tilim’’3. .

Chants of restoration. . .

And says, ere long:

‘“You’re within your own home,

My daughter! Sing the Sabbath song!”’4

My mother on the threshold stands,
Stooped over, bent, swaying—

With basket in hand. ..

What is it that she’s saying?

““Run swiftly, my little daughter, run,—

We are here — with fire and flame bestrewn!”’

I’m breathing heavily

I sweat from every pore. . .
’Tisadream.......

Nothing more!

A nightmare dream of desolation. ... ..
Where shall I find consolation?

' Gemorah— Talmudic commentaries
2 Nigun—sacred melody

3 Tilim—Book of Psalms

+ Sabbath song— ““zmires’’
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My Dream—After the Holocaust

I am taken by my dream

To the town where I was born,

I stand and view the scene.

Distraught, my heart grows numb within.

I recognize our dwelling—

And the familiar—all about—

The plaster, torn and falling. . .

Full of holes, are my ancient walls. . .

From these holes, toward me stretching—
My little sister’s thin bony arms, I see,. . .
I draw them close—my neck to enfold. . .
There’s a crumbling of bone. . . .

It’s over—and I’'m alone. . . —

Our tile-stove still stands there—
Oh, how much of it is lost. . .
Our beloved stove, our saviour,
Protector from the frost.

Around you, we children huddled—

My father his beloved ‘“Gemorah’’! studied. . . ..

My mother — her cold bones had warmed—

We — close to it — our lessons brought——

And of our bright future — hopefully we thought. . ...

Old faded tile-stove

Now barely recognizable,

Near you blossomed

The sweetness of my youth. . ...
And what a future of dreams I wove!

I stand — gape and stare,

At where

In its old place in the corner

There still stands our age-old wardrobe.
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Silent Soliloquy

Who speaks there in the stillness—
And to himself alone. . .

In sobbing tearfulness

At annihilation and the havoc done?

Can a heart turn to stone

When blood through veins courses through?
Can tears dry up and be gone—

When tear after tear continues to flow?

A well-spring of tears that has been collected
In the age-long agony of those we cherished,
Flows now falteringly, hardly detected,
Upon the bodies of those who perished.

With heat-shaken senses and sinew—
All choked-up, sorrow unassauged—
He sits with head bent low—

His honor deeply outraged.

In the stillness, he’s heard murmuring; —
His demeanor itself signifies

The longing and the gnawing,

The long pent-up outcries.
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Exterminator of people,

May you never know rest, nor sleep!

Let the earth no trace of you leave—

And swallow you deep!. ...

Never more shall men, women and children
Be forced to dig their own graves!

Let the world now resume its blossoming—
And songs of peace forever sing!
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Eichman On Trial

Yous sit, Eichman, in glass cage confined—
As if impervious, unconcerned. . ..
You write of your fallen Reich—
Note each crime apace—
And once in a while
Your evil face
Becomes distorted with a crooked smile. . .

What think you there, bloodthirsty animal?

Cold-bloodedly you sit—earphone clamped to head. . .
Tyrannically enough, faithfully your fatherland you served. . . .
Now you must listen to your cruelties, deed by deed.

Oh how I would fasten

Rope ’round your neck. . .stretch it taut—

In payment for brother—sisters. . . kith and kin. . .

In my anguish, all maledictions upon you would be brought,
So that forever curséd you would be—

For lives snuffed. . . . for all humanity!

Never stilled my agony, nor quiet my wrath will be—
Till your cadaver’s wiped from the face of the earth!
No more, for you, guzzling and revelry. . ..

No more swilling from plundered wealth. . .

You will yet plead for your own death!

And your twitching face. ...

Your smile—a distorted grimace. . ..
Your muzzle—in human cast—

Will be buried in ashen dust!

Yes, in ashes, smouldering. . .smoking. . .
In a heap—once of your own making!

* Eichman Trial—June 30, 1961
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Martyrs’ blood shall congeal in your throat. . .
That your penalty waits—there’s no longer doubt!
Only flesh and bones could you commit to flame,
Not our spirit! For our heritage forever will remain!

Is there fit punishment to suit

The slaughter of millions of humankind? Who can conceive it?
What master mind can proper penalty find

For you, Eichman, brute?!

No longer will you plague our being!

The world will erect for you a tombstone

Drenched in human blood, neath which you’ll lie. . .

Then our people will build anew—be fruitful—and multiply!
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The Whip*

Stroke after stroke, in your hand—hateful whip;
You lashed out—maiming, bruising cruelly,
With fiery, flaying leather strap,

In wild, unchecked, deadly revelry.

Not in a dream was this lashing done;

Inflicted on living flesh, on human skin, on broken limb;

Tearing at sinew and at bone,
With punishing, unendurable pain.

Teeth bite into lips, leaving them bleeding. . .
Eyes fixed: bulging. . .staring. . .

Human beings heaped—in order lie. . .
Bony, emaciated hands on feet—piled high.

Have they all been put to death?

Can there still be heard faint groan?

A heart-broken sigh? A sob without breath?
Blood-red is each wound, each horrible welt—
Searing blows of deadly strap—now scarcely felt.

Children’s bodies you destroyed,

As your murderous strokes seared again and again. . .
Will retribution ever be made?

We will decide—how and when!

Hangman, killer of innocent Jews,

Dripping with their blood. . . body trampler. . .

For the smoke, the ashes, the ovens with chimneys—
You will pay—sooner or later!

We will remind you of the ‘‘count’—
Of the victims and martyrs you destroyed, cremated;

You will pay! You will have to give an account:
Nazi poisonous spider. . . forever despised. . . hated!

* Eichman trial—on television, April, 1961.
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Brothers! Sisters! Fight

With home-made weapons at your call. . .
Against hated enemy blight!

And, should you fall. . ..

Let it be with anger. . . teeth clenched tight!

This anger always a flame will set
Every hour of the day we live. . ..
Never to forget!

Never to forgive!
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Hero of the Ghetto

Year after year quickly vanishes,
Since the historic Ghetto Uprising. . . .
Yet there still appear before my eyes
Nazi emblems, horrible. . . terrifying!

I see you, Warsaw Ghetto hero—
And the path that you choose—
Your blood seethes in every fiber,
Aware there’s nothing left to lose—
But to share a common grave. . .
Yet let the whole world know

That on these cobblestones

Nazi blood will also flow!

You do not wait for death

To shut your eyes forever——

Nor wait for the world, with its bated breath
To note the bloody slaughter. . .

The world is deaf:—

Deaf to Yiddish outcries. . . to Yiddish weeping!

Call forth, Brother—Sister—as the battle nears. . . .
There’s nothing left for you to fear!

If only with fist and club

You sweep all obstacles from your way

And fiercely throw yourselves into the bloody fray.

Vain is the tearing at graves of the dead,

As with the doomed—

Let us with our very teeth rend Nazi flesh, instead. . .
And hurl them into their own flames to be consumed. . .
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As if by bolt from the blue—in sudden descent. . .
From whence will now blossom forth a Jewish melody,
Or a familiar, modest Jewish word find its way,

Which possesses a charm to the nth degree?

No longer will be heard the Jewish workers voice, so mighty—
Calling with all its breath

For Freedom, Human Rights, and Equality!

Now—all are united in death. . ..

Deep pains of regret tear us asunder—

That in life, they misunderstood one another. . .

So you sit restlessly by the window,
On an early summer morn——
Trying to lighten now

The grief, that you’ve so long borne.
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Thoughts

There’s an urging in one’s heart, something to convey—
So compelling, on this sunny, new-born day;
Undisturbed—you sit, as thoughts arise,—

No one about—to stifle your sighs. . ..

You’ve a desire to pour out the despair, the gnawing—
At the window, at early dawning. . ..

You reflect: the world’s so lovely, so gleaming. . . .
Plagued by thoughts; do you want their dispelling?
There are waves of pulsating fears,—

There’s a sensation of destruction—

Foreboding, of foreshortened years. . . .

Youthful, budding lives shattered——

Human bodies on fiery live coals embedded.

In tiny houses of prayer, synagogues, ‘‘Botai Medroshim’!
No longer will you hear the trilling

Of passages from the Pentateuch or Prophets. . .

Who? And with whom, will there be disputing

Over eternal learning—or plumbing philosophic depths;
Over Rashi’s?2 Commentary;

Over the ““Gemorah’’3—with hallowed melody;

Over basic questions, difficult in their complexity?

No Jew on synagogue street shall be seen again

Hastening to the ¢‘merkhets’’¢ on a Friday afternoon. . .

No more will be felt Jewish children’s presence—

Assayed by parents on a jeweler’s balance. . .

In Polish or Lithuanian Yiddish town, village or settlement. . . .

Silenced are the reverberating Jewish sounds that rang
cheerily—

' Botai Medroshim—non-orthodox houses of worship

2 Rashi—initials of Rabbi Solomon Yitzhok (famed for his Commentaries on
the Bible)

3 Gemorah—Talmudic commentaries

+ Merkhets—public bath-house

57






The Holocaust and Beyond






224

“Look everywhere. . ..

Spring indeed is in the air. . .”’

Mankind, you too should profit from the presence
Of this delightful, flowering essence.

Breathe in swiftly and deep
Nature’s bounty grand. . . ..
A force of powerful sweep
Lies within your hand.

Mankind, you should sing too,—
Great Hero!

With clarion tone. . .
And by word and deed
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The Little Bird

Birds entwining grass and straw busily,
On thin little green bough aloft.
Building small nest most skillfully—
Tiny home—so warm, so soft. . ..

Therein the small eggs she’ll lay—

And the young family

Will increase, thrive and sing—

And to one another all will closely cling.

Mother bird, in fluttering streak,
Carries fat juicy worm

In her minute beak—

Small feast—a holiday treat.

The little bird lives joyously—

With her fledgling brood. . . .

She flies, she rests. . . sings merrily—
Whatever suits her mood.

To herself, oft a small song she’ll sing—
Touching. . .delicate. . . tunefully. . . .
One cannot help wondering

At the notes, handled so knowingly.

As for man——

Invincible through the ages—
She creates joy within,

As she presages: —
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Masses of fruit hang on,
Seemingly without end,
Branches so heavily laden
Begin to bend.

My blessed plum tree—
Will you stand it all?

Will you not break in two—
Perchance crash and fall?

Or shall you live and endure—

And your fruit, full-blown—mature,

When mankind will recite benedictions aloud
O’er your ripe juicy plums full of fragrance,
And its blessings will be bestowed

On the great wonder of your ‘‘deliverance.”’

*Twas worth the while to tarry—
Awaiting that longed for revival—
My dear, patient plum tree—

A joy!—a wonder eternal!
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My Plum Tree

At eventide

As the sun was going down,

From my window wide

I saw its final crimson rays settle on
My blossoming plum tree.

As I gazed upon my old plum tree

It brought the thought

That for ten fruitless years you stood before me,
Now—a wonder you have wrought!

For ten years, my dear old tree

Turned green and blossomed in the spring—
But never once for me

Did you your harvest bring.

Then suddenly you blossomed forth,
After ten years wintry barrenness—

In such a silvery white cloth

That I was mirrored in its brightness.

And you smiled at me, you smiled at me—
My dear plum tree.

How admirably you spread out

Like a gracious pregnant woman—

With your fruit-laden branches stout,
And every snowy blossom with its sheen—
Turning into half-round growth—green.

*Tis but to marvel at your tenth anniversary flowering—
So prolific and revitalized,

There you stand towering

With green, juicy fruit bedecked.
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From beneath—a young, yellow floweret peeks—
Fresh from its napping,
Winks its eye and sort of speaks—

““All life is raw when it begins. . . .

It is stronger than the winds. . .
When the earth of a life is deprived—
We find another—newly arrived!”’

The sun smiles—peering radiantly. ..
Grants the earth new fruition.

The air is fragrant, fresh and free. ..
Hearts awaken with jubilation.

Almost pompous, trees stand proudly,
Roused from their dreams—and so virtuous—
The spring has come in full array—
Embracing all, with joyousness!. ..
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Spring, 1953

(To my grandson, Clay, on his birthday, April 30, 1953)

Stately trees are now awakening. . .
Young dreams. . .a new-blown spring.
Soon new life will be ablooming,
Leaflets. . .like a cultured twin. . .

Life awaits the coming of new birth

With gladness and hope to gird the earth!

The wind stirs old leaves far and wide—

Wakes from sleep the young

Blossoming flowerets; tiny heads—open-eyed. . .
Trees murmur secrets in their own tongue;

Bend touchingly back and forth as they strain. . .
Soon seedlings will call out:

““‘Quickly send us freshets of rain!”’

The storm comes on,

Bringing the lightning and rain. . . .

Watering woods and fields domain. . .

And the wind, great restless one. . .

Doesn’t permit budding twigs their repose to retain.
Without mercy, rapidly tears down

Blossoms newly born—

The roots stubbornly defy this duress—

And say with scorn:

‘““You cannot destroy us!’’

The sun resents gross impudence

By the insolent wind displayed. . ..

And by a swift turn-about

Warms anew. . . life—so long delayed. . . .
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The Old Tree

The old tree stands defenseless, naked,
Branches—dry, withered, old—
Through long years of punishment

Its trunk has been furrowed

By stormy winds and cold!

Mute, appearing to be sleeping,

Snow and ice surround its girth. . ..

It seems without life—barely breathing. . . .
Then—with fresh breath—there’s new birth!

One morning the sunshine warms the air,
Nipping the twigs with tenderness,

Poking fun at snow and frost-filled cares—
Putting an end to a half-year’s quietness!. . .

Wind-blown leaves—arousing—
Tempestuous, with airy effervescence—
In impetuous early morning renewed,
Bursting with youth and fragrance.

Did the tree awake of itself at end of night?

From whence came its magic—its might?

Is humanity a partner, a helping hand?

Shouldering a burden that together they carried
hand-in-hand?

I offer a song in praise of those who share—
With obligations of unity

Their striving, their love—and witness bear
To hallowedness—sun-rayed in brilliancy.

How lovely, that the blessed old tree—
After winter’s cold—and snows so deep,
Awoke, and sprouted anew,
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There was once a Jewish town—

As were many others. . ..

With children growing. . .and grown. . .
With grandfathers and grandmothers.

With fathers and mothers—

Families as old as the ages. . ..

With sisters and brothers—

All deeply rooted in the soil of their villages. . ..
Breathing deeply the air of home.

Where are so many lives?. .. Where?. ..
Vanished like dew in the morn. . .
Sparing those Jews from care. . . . .
Leaving those who remained—forlorn.

There once was a Jewish town. . . .
Far across the sea—

What anguish every thought

Stirs within me—

At all the havoc wrought.

What did I miss

In that which I defined?
Not only this—

Did I havein mind. .....
Our Jewish town—
Long since gone—

Far across the sea.
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We knew of nothing better—

Demands were few at that age. . . .
Accompanying the rabbi with his pointer
Along the alphabet page.

The rabbi held forth to his flock,
Scanning each young tousled head
With an approving look

At how beautifully they read.
Already learning the ‘‘Khumosh’’*
Already interpreting ‘‘Tanach.’’®

The children, in sing-song fashion,
Memorize—as they repeat the ‘‘Rashi’’¢—
With so much passion. . .

The rabbi commends them heartily.

“Such sharp minds in such small children—
Blessed are the parents of my ‘Talmidim’.”’”

However, a vengeful foe within our ‘‘goles’’® thrives—
Begrudging even the humblest of our lives;

And deep within, their hearts never cease

To harbor deep-rooted hatreds,

Give vent to deep-seated jealousies. . . .

Heap ever new calumnies on our heads.

So Jews scatter to flee the scourge—

To the earth’s four corners. . . .’most every land;
Seeking a new life to forge—

Bearing the ‘“wanderer’s staff’’ in hand.

* *

+ Khumosh—The Pentateuch

s Tanach—The Bible

6 Rashi— The Commentaries on the Bible

* Talmidim—pupils

8 Goles—In exile (not in the homeland of Israel).
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Once There Was a Town Across the Sea

My thoughts. . .in constant reverie. . .
About the years when I was young—
When life was warmed for me

By springtime’s soft wind’s song.

When across thresholds of each tiny abode
Raced Yiddish children with great elan—
Sparkling dark eyes under lashes rode;
Black tousled tresses flying, as they ran.

Baked potato clutched in child’s hand, midst laughter—
Another tot grasps chunk of course black bread. . ..

My mother fetching a jug of clear, cold water

From the well, *neath tiny wooden shed.

While the bright sun, shining unabated,

Enlivens the children to the marrow of their bones—
So happy and so sated. . ...

Playing with marbles and bits of stones. . .

In their zeal, all wants foregoing—
Usual demands are cast aside

By children growing, growing. . .
In the town where they reside.

In the ‘‘cheder,’’! under rabbi’s prompting—
Small voices ring out—

And the ‘“Aleph-Beis’’2 they’re chanting
Makes a universal shout.

There is a steady refrain
Of ‘““Kometz-Aleph-Au’’;
‘“‘Kometz-Beis-Bo’’*—
Life was lovely then.

\ Cheder—Elementary religious Hebrew school.

2 Aleph-Beis—Hebrew or Yiddish ““‘A-B-C’s.” )

s Kometz-Aleph-Au— Vocalized with pronunciation mark: “‘Awe’’; “Baw”’—as in
Kometz-Beis-Bo— law—First 2 letters of Hebrew-Yiddish alphabet.
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My father taught me the source of Jacob’s wisdom,*
And I with worldly questions would ply him,
Which my father bore with infinite patience,
Wisely endeavoring reply which made sense.

““My child, you do not comprehend the Torah’s depth. . ..

Questions come lightly. . .answers—not always at hand.
We must study—not question—to understand
Who is who, and what is what.”’

And these very words dear father remained,
For me a gift. . .your legacy. . .

Your answers that mildly explained,—

I hold dear, in eternal memory.

I remember how we said our good-byes

You cried. . .your tears ran in a flood. . . .

I felt, dear father, those hot tears from your eyes,
And I understood——I understood. . .

“I’m not leaving you for always—

Do not worry. . .again we’ll see each other. ..

Take care of yourself. . . you may even count the days
*Til I’ll come to stay with you on Purim and Passover.”’

His beloved daughter never did appear—
*Though my good father would wait and wait. . .
He wrote me, deceiving me about his vigor—
Then—the end—at ninety-eight. . . .

His salty tears were left me as a legacy. . .
I feel that they never dried. . ..

Often, when my heart grows heavy,
Dear father, in my memory you abide.

A legacy that cannot be wind-blown,

Is the one my father left to me—

On my cheek a salty tear ran down—
Pent-up—hot—from my father’s anxiety.
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My Father’s Bequest

A legacy that cannot be wind-blown,
Is the one my father left to me. . .
On my cheek, a salty tear ran down,
Pent-up, hot—from my father’s desire and anxiety.

Father! You observe, I speak wordlessly—
Through a silence you understand and heed—
In my youth you were to me
A saviour that appeared, whenever there was a need!

Tell me, father, tell me, from whence was derived

Your great knowledge? Your schooling was short-lived.
Relying on your wife’s mother for ““kest’’ and bed;!

Even helping her in the baking of bread.

On a bench in a tiny synagogue—or silently near lectern,
You sought and gained knowledge—and used it in turn. . .
Reading the fine print wasn’t alien to you—
You savored ‘“essen teg,”’2 whole years through.

Deep in my heart you planted your ‘‘nigun’’?. . .
The tone I hear clearly, as well as your voice—
I bear them within me, as if in folds sewn. . . .
With love I guard them, gather them to me, and rejoice!

““‘Come, Chaya Rochel, hearken to me!
You are familiar with Reb Jacob’s wise Commentary*. .
Your mind is as sharp as lightning, flashing free. . .
Learn, learn my child. . . of great use *twill always be.”’

' Living on “‘kest”’—a practice whereby the mother-in-law provided free bed and
board so that the son-in-law could continue to carry on with his studies.

2 Essen teg—townspeople took turns feeding poor students one day a week (or more
if they could afford to do so). This was considered a ““mitzvah”’ or good deed.

3 Nigun—a sacred melody, used for singing out certain prayers.
* The Commentaries of Jacob.
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*Neath hill, where crystal waters ran undulated,
Was a town—Dby Jews heavily populated. . ...
Now none are left

To be blessed

With forgiveness!

Thanks for the years of sins forgiven,

Accept our gratitude, clear little stream!

From now on, our younger generation

Will themselves inscribe the fate of life’s dream!
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Rosh Hashana at ““Tashlech’’ Time

Jews of the town left their quarters. . .

And to the wooden bridge wended their way
For ‘“Tashlech’’'—where the foaming waters
Would give them hope and joy.

The stream, silvery and humming. . .

A sign of year-round sin forgiving;
And Jews from pockets filled amply,
Shake out their transgressions expertly.

To a Jewish child *twas a holiday—
Silvery waters o’er bright pebbles shining;
*Twould bring gladness even now—

Once more its friendship renewing. . .

The stream now asks in wonder:

Have the Jews stopped sinning,

That they’re no longer here?

Unknowing of the disaster that came like thunder. . .
And ponders, in despair.

By the foaming waters of the stream,
There are no longer Jews to be seen,

At ““Tashlech,’’! with sins in each pocket,
To complain of their bitter lot.

From nostalgia the stream grows turbulent—
Yearning for the awesome, prayerful days;

For muttered transgressions, pale secrets given vent. . .
When it forgave Jews, as it went its way.

To feel on its waters Jewish tears. . .
The stream now would desire once more,

And whispered transgressions to hear. . .
The pardoning? Oh how light the chore!

Tashlech—Symbolic ritual of washing sins away by emptying pockets into waters.
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I see now, I feel now,

That impetuous rush to the street—
Leaving the house

Joyous youths to meet. . . .

Crushed, depressed am I now—

In these weighted moments—

My spirits, my yearning,

Is turning

To what is gone,

To my youth. ...

To what was beyond my comprehension. . .

To all that once was so dear tome. . . .

To my beloved Jewish home—my good Jewish home—
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My Mother’s Admonition
Memories of the Second Day of Rosh Hashanah

‘‘Make note, daughter mine,
Of your feelings grievous. . .
What do you see in thy
Young soul’s deepness?’’

My father, the pious one,

Standing white-robed,

In anointed, chanting orison,

In his holy entreaty absorbed! . .
Resounding to heaven

His blessed lyrical trilling. . .
Causing within me my heart to melt
At my father’s constant endeavor
A deep Yiddish belief to implant.

My mother whispers, so intimately,
So softly into my ear:

““‘Chaya Rochel, do not go out!
Listen to your father’s sweet prayer,
Singing so enchantingly,

On this great holiday—for every Jew!
He is praying to God for you,

For your sisters, for your brother. . . .
For all the people of Israel.

Dear God, let his plea be heard!

All despotic edicts and persecutions avert!”’

I hear the youth outside our door,

Great is their clamor. . . .

I’m drawn to their play,

Reluctant this moment

To weep and to pray;

When because of holiday there’s so much glee
What antics, what laughter sweet

There can be

On our Jewish synagogue street.

b
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My Dream

A dresser, a small bed—

A table and bench—

All have surfaced,

That memory has long held entrenched.

An apron—a frock—

A jacket—a shawl—
Dancing, interlocked. . . .
Spinning ’round in a reel.

’Mid them musicians play merrily—
With Sender on the Bass. . ..
Pouring forth a melody—
Improvising to suit the whirling pace.

Indeed, I, too, join the flock. ..
And away, dancing I go. . .

In long flowing frock,

White as the driven snow. .". .

I leaped as I danced—

Till all breath was gone,—
Finally to be awakened
By the chill of the morn.

Oh what a pity, what a pity. ..

I wished the dance ever onward to go—
In my frock, so lengthy,

White as the driven snow. . ..
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Winter Sabbath—unforgettable. . .
Your youthful spark is unextinguishable. . .

Cheeks are red, youth’s aglow—
Nostrils—icy air inhale,

And in the silvery, frosty sunshine,
You feel as if in a fairy tale!

And there appears before my vision,
My dear old Auntie, Basha-Riva,

Busily knitting me a pair of mittens,
And a shawl of soft sheep’s wool. . .

Oh, happy memories, that defy recounting. . .
How can one still heart’s knotted pain—

And that hot flaming gnawing?. . .

How can words express my deep yearning?. ..

You flicker, my candle, so restless and pale. .
Adjust the wick. . .all to no avail.. . .

I want to perpetuate—engrave in my mind,
The loved ones that I left behind. . .

And to correct my possible neglect. . .
Because the dearest ones for whom I yearn
Will never return.
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Memories of Youth

The candle still flickers. . .

The wick has begun to smolder—
The holy, restful Sabbath wanes—
And the thin flame grows duller.

The candle in its flickering,
Signals—the week has already begun. . .
And my heart suppresses a yearning
For the years—long gone. . .

Before my eyes there flashes

A Sabbath, after the blessing of the ‘‘Havdoleh’’!
When my father pats and blesses

Us children, so warmly endearing:—

‘“‘Have a good week, dear children!”’

While taking off his Sabbath garb and hat of fur.
Recalling this, within my heart

My blood in me begins to stir. . .

My ‘‘chaverim’’2 start to gather—

Once the work-a-day lamp is lit. . .

On the Sabbath night, the occasion of waiting
To play a game of ‘‘Sixty-Six!’’3

And here again, with my youthful friends,
On a Sabbath winter stroll we go—

And under our padded rubber galoshes,
We feel the squeaking of frozen snow.

' Havdoleh—the closing blessing Saturday night.
2 Chaverim—close friends.
3 Sixty-Six—a card game.

32



246

On that ancient street of worship,
Shone the daily house of prayer. . .
Facing it, in holy kinship,

The larger ‘‘Shul’’* stood there,—
Reserved only for High Holiday use—
Always crowded with throngs of Jews.

Stirring melodies so sweet—

Hallowed in the ‘‘Song of Songs,”’

The hymns of the singers re-echo in the street. . .
And my cheeks grow moist again, ere long.

Outdoors ’tis warm and mild

At early morn, as once long ago—

A breeze quickly leaves fresh earth cooled—
Stirring up longings, dormant hitherto. . .

Call for new hope, now deeply buried. . .
Quickly wipe the tear from your eye,

Take heart, press forward—

New-spun thoughts, new paths before you lie.

Once more strongly bind your fate
To that old-new land, for which we yearned—

Reach out for peace and justice great—
Blessed with friendship amongst the peoples of the world!

* Shul—synagogue
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By the Stream—1975—Just as it was long ago.
(Dedicated to my devoted friend, Paula Stromberg)

Little stream, crystal clear—how you shine!
Your moss-covered stones all aglow—

The little hillock all agreen—

Just as it once was, years ago!. ..

Yellow flowerets, by man never sown—
Amidst the trees, in the shadow—

O’er the fresh earth strewn,

Precisely as they were, years ago!

Waters constantly coursing,—

Sunny, radiant, onward they go—
Frothing and shimmering—

As breezes caress, and banks overflow. . .

Young grasses by the stream, make all about bright—
Thrive, sprout—and to this day abound. . ..

But alas—a Jew within sight

Can rarely be found.

No Jewish fathers or mothers

Throng the streets within call. . . .

No Jewish lad with ‘“‘khumosh’’* in hand—
No little girl playing with her ball.

My burning hot tear in swift race
Makes its way down my wet furrowed face.

I stay deep in reverie, my thoughts committed
To my distant childhood years—

I mourn the seeds of love, long planted—

My utmost heartfelt desires. . . .

* Khumosh— Pentateuch - Five books of Moses
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First Day of Passover—1919—By the Stream
(Dedicated to my devoted friend, Paula Stromberg)

Mild and warm is the morning,

So I go astrolling

In holiday dress, new and neat—
Shining new slippers encasing my feet.

Then I hasten to the stream, running—
So as to greet its loveliness rare.

How bright is my spring morning. . .
Free am I from every care. . .

The spring air has an unusual freshness,
As if to honor this festive day—

I’ve come with such joyousness

To meet you, little river, on your way!

I’ve not come to launder,

I’ve not brought wash, dripping wet. ..
I’ve just come to gaze and wonder

At every dancing, foaming wavelet. . .
Watching how they race and whirl. . .
Then I pause, lost in thought—

In the world of a little girl.
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The mother feels children’s anxiety now—
Wipes perspiration from her brow. . ..
The broth, which is boiling hot,

Streams over the rim of the pot.

And Motyeh the Deaf—

Hands widely outspread—

Continues on ahead

With his story

Of the zealous, pious bachelor, hoary,
Who studied Gemmorah—

And who dozed in freezing oratory,
On a bench, hard-worn, long ago.

‘‘Motyeh, enough,

Give pause to your narrative!”’

The mother said.

‘“The children cannot bear it any longer. . .
Their bellies call out in hunger

For a slice of bread.

They cannot still their urge

For the aromatic broth,’’ she said.

Upon the hearth-plate of clay,

The broth has simmered busily away. . ..
Neck, gizzard and chickens’ feet—

That should have made such a delightful treat.
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The Broth

Upon the hearth-plate of clay

A broth simmers busily away.

Neck, gizzard and chickens’ feet—
Making a delightful treat. . .

Plus onions and carrots, savory—
Pepper, salt, potatoes and barley. . ..
Withal—an aroma of rendered cracklings,
The other delicious odors joining.

A feast—as if a High Holiday meal—
Indeed, where can be found its equal?
And nearby—bright eyes opened widely—
As children’s teeth wait patiently.

With dishes already arrayed,

Bread sliced—and allotted,

Motyeh the Deaf starts a tale to unfold:

““There was once a bachelor old,

Who, throughout his life was hungry and cold

In old synagogue, stubbornly hanging on to his faith

While his thoughts wandering o’er the Diaspora,
did not abate.

“‘He possessed neither kith, nor kin, nor chattel,
No shelter, no land. . ..

Nor sheep, nor cattle. . ..

Only a large staff in hand,

To fend off dogs that menaced him,

As, on the road, oft would happen.

He would fast frequently—

With never a taste of luxury.”’

Thus Motyeh the Deaf drew out his tale

In interminable, exacting detail. . . .

Relating in rapid sequence

The old bachelor’s every virtue and experience.

Meanwhile children’s eyes,

With hearts contracted,

Towards the broth cast their gaze,
Constantly to the pot directed.
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Nostalgia
Winter in Our Old Home

In my parents home, on a winter’s night,

The window-panes hoary with frost—

The shutters fastened tight——

Within the stove—potatoes baking,

Mama has a herring sliced, ready for the eating.

“Draw closer, children, to the warmth,’”’ mama said.
‘“The tea in the kettle has already boiled, long past—
Then there’s the ruddy corn-bread—

And herring and potatoes, for our repast. . .”’

‘‘Recite a blessing, dear children mine.

Give thanks for the fruits of the earth—so good. . .
Praise the creator of the world divine,

For his bounty to us destined. . .”’

In the stove, the fire crackles aloud;
Embers fly—the coals, red-hot. . .
Potatoes in the embers browned,
Mama soon the delicacies will allot.

She, of life so little demanding—

Making a High Holiday feast for us,

Of potatoes and herring. . .

And “Thank you, G-d, our ever righteous.”’

Oh, how pleasant was our life,

The Sabbath approacheth ere long,
With its saintliness—its Sabbath song,
The cholent* in the stove—

The Almighty up above. . ..

““G-d of all the universe’’ we sing together. . .
While about our table, angels hover—

Of what avail can flowery rhymes or mere words be,
When my heart aches within me.

My heart overflows with yearning. . ..

1 wipe a tear from eyes that are brimming. . . .

3 3k e sk skskok

* Cholent—Dish of meat and vegatables, kept warm overnight to forego making
fire on the Sabbath.
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My Home Just Before the Sabbath

The Sabbath is already on the threshold;

Yellow as wax—the floors washed and scoured. . .
The pump-drawn water is already in the household,
And deep within hot oven, the ‘‘cholent’’* is stored.

White cloth o’er the table is spread,

The candlesticks, with flowers craftily engraved,
Are polished, again and again,

To enhance the brilliance of their sheen.

The aroma of heavily peppered fish tantalizingly persists. . . .

The twisted ‘‘challeh’’** for the blessing is readied. . . .
The holiday napkin that covers it
Is so wonderfully sewn and embroidered.

Mama, in wig, stands like the presence divine—

In gray Sabbath apron that so alien appears. . ..
There’s papa, with shoes—blackened and shined. . .
And with neatly combed and parted beard.

Even the kitten in the corner washed as it played. . ..
The children shampooed, their hair plaited in braids. . .
Outside—the outdoors as well, seemed to sense

The all-pervading holiness.

The Sabbath—that to our hearts brought such tranquility. . .

The Sabbath—always our greatest treasury;
For, from life, there was so little we demanded. . . .
As hymns of praise, and Sabbath songs we chanted. . . .

Who there now portrays those Sabbath scenes,
That still appear before my vision?

Over all—a brute, with bloodied hands,

Has drawn a bleak, black, dismal curtain!

3k ok 3k 3k %k % 3k

* Cholent—potted meat and vegetables, prepared in advance, to avoid lighting a
fire on the Sabbath.
** Challeh—the white bread prepared especially for the Sabbath.
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You recall

Oft and again

Of the times when

You chanted the ‘‘Shimenesre’’*
Earnestly, studiously. . .

And miracles wished for,
Eternally. ..

And now in song,

A question raise—

Midst the aura of modern days:

The whole world is at loggerheads. . .
When? Where? Can miracles be realized?
When there are beings—

Famished, weakened—

In a world by turmoil seized. . .

And bloodily wounded. . .

Are there days ahead—

Near. . ..or on horizon wide. . .

When humanity will be assured

Of bread—

When humanity shall be at peace

And satisfied?. ..

Will the redeeming envoy ever appear?
Will the world’s long-yearned-for Messiah
Ever be here?

ok ok sk ok sk ok ok

* |8 blessings chanted by orthodox Jews three times a day.
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Years Have Sped By

Years have sped, eternally streaming—

Life has shaped you in course of time;—

Still you sang. . .
And still you created rhyme.

Still, in your own fashion, you prayed. . .

Or composed songs

Of sadness and joy. . .

Or with children played.

You shortened,

Or the garment lengthened. . .
Years long. . .and oft regretted. . .
You counted them to the good. . .

Winters and summers

In their array—

Passed by in eternal procession. . .
Now you sing again
Songs of bygone days. . .
Of love eternal,—
Rooted so deeply;—

Of the ordinary

Day to day chores,

You sing your song
Once more,

Of the days of yore.

And of the credo—
Of coming Messiah—
And of bright hopes
For the morrow.

You sing once again
Songs of the Sabbath—
And melodies

Of holidays sanctified. . .
Of diligent study. . .

Then prayed with pride. . .

21
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Your martyr’s lives——
Daughter. . .sister. . . Jews—all—
Lost in awesome carnage. . . .
Were contributions

Beyond duty’s call. . .

To leave a blesséd heritage,
For which you gallently stood
And implanted

With your Yiddish blood.

>Tis good—"’tis good

That the song will remain. . .
*Tis for them

That you always can

Sing the song,

Again and again.

Yes, for them
You sing your songs—
This hearty Yiddish refrain.

ok 3k 3k 3k %k %k %k
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For Whom Do I Sing My Songs?

(To Hershl—on the 10th Anniversary of his passing, August, 1976)

For whom do I sing my songs?

Who really shows concern?

Why again stir up that gnawing. . .

As 1 eternally yearn——

Constantly in that loneliness—all absorbing?

My heart refuses to be still,

Tearing chunks of my life from me—
A great grief tears at my will,

My heart turns to stone gradually.

How can blood course through my veins,
When my conscience plagues me so. . .
With such excruciating pains?

1 live! Eyes widely opened,

As 1 gaze upon the earth

With its fearful flames unbridled—
And feel my loss—horrible dearth!

Oh how heavily they paid—
Father—mother. . ..

How dreadful, the barter made—
Sister—brother!

How can I forgive

The thought

That I alone am spared. . . .
That I alone live!

You speak that tortured phrase—
“It is so fated”’—*‘it is so fated...”’
Can I, with words so blasé,

Be forever sated?. ..
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And implanted ‘
With your Yiddish blood.

’Tis good—"’tis good

That the song will remain.
’Tis for them

That you always can

Sing the song,

Again and again

Yes, for them

You sing your songs—
This hearty Yiddish refrain.

(“‘For Whom Do I Sing my Songs’’)

Chaya Rochel Andres’ quiet, hearty poems are a contribution from a
meritorious, sensitive poet with a unique poetic quality. She will most
assuredly deserve the joy and recognition on the part of the English
reader. We send her our blessings and hope she will live to see her
dream of a joyous and peaceful Israel come true, and that her visions of
freedom throughout the world be realized, as she herself envisions it:—

‘‘Oh, how I long to live to see—
In my ripe old age—
No more hunger...and everyone sated be
In every home and cottage.”’

(“Rachel”)

—Sholem Shtern*

*Sholem Shtern is a well known prize-winning Canadian Yiddish poet

and literary critic, whose works have been translated into English,
Hebrew and French.
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poetic folk-song. Her poetry opens the door to the uniqueness of
Jewish life of the “‘shtetl’’ prior to its destruction by the Nazi German
murderers. Simultaneously we hear the tearful plea which she murmurs
like a morning prayer: that peace, like the bright dew, shall settle on
the tents of Israel, and that tranquility reign over the newly plowed,
generations-longed-for, piece of earth of Jews everywhere. We murmur
together the divine prayer of yearning, that peace will soon reign on the
sacred land of Israel, which was paid for by the blood and tears of our
people.

““Sea of Kinnereth, brightly blue—
I sing my song to you....
My song of joy—truly blessed—
From a heart that hopes and quests
For the blessed hour of peace and rest.”’
(‘‘Sea of Kinnereth’’)

The poem ‘““For Whom Do I Sing My Songs?’’ which gives this
volume of poetry its title, first appeared in the Spring, 1977 issue of the
literary Yiddish quarterly, ‘“‘Zamlungen.”’

Chaya Rochel Andres, who agonizes in verse over her personal life
experiences and the terrible times we Jews have lived through, would
like her poems to be read. Every poet is filled with the desire that the
writer’s lyrics reach the reader, who, in turn, should be moved by the
quiver of similar feelings from within. Such painful feelings are
imbedded deep within the breasts of all poets.

It is difficult for me, as for all of us, to find the words of solace to
meliorate the pain of longing and sorrow. Chaya Rochel Andres does,
after all, find a purpose for her songs—and that is, to hallow and
preserve for the next generation and for generations to come the blessed
memory of the millions of tortured and martyred Jews, annihilated in
the Holocaust. Though they drowned in their own blood, they enriched
the world with their deeds. It is for them that she lights the ‘‘Eternal
Flame’’ in her poems.

““Daughter. . .sister. . . Jews—all—
Lost in awesome carnage. . .
Were contributions
Beyond duty’s call. . .

To leave a blessed heritage,
For which you gallantly stood

14
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She controls her vocabulary, that she fits into the structure of her
poems. A fine illustration of her poetic attainment can be seen in her
poem ‘‘My Dream.”” Veritably every word. is a painting of musical
verses, whose rhythm is the melody of song. It is high time that this
poem catch the eye of some Yiddish composer, who could set this song
to music for the people.

‘‘An apron. . .a frock—
A jacket...a shawl....
Dancing, interlocked. ...
Spinning in a reel. ..

’Mid them musicians play merrily—
With Sender on the Bass. ..

Pouring forth a melody—
Improvizing, to suit the whirling pace.

Indeed, I, too, join the flock. ..
And away, dancing, I go...

In long flowing frock,

White as the driven snow. . ..

I leaped as I danced—

Till all breath was gone,—

Finally to be awakened

By the chill of the morn.” (‘““My Dream”’)

While rereading some of Chaya Rochel’s poems, her experiences and
moods in poetic form have led me into her world of emotions and
thought.

The resonance and delineation of her verse is fresh and challenging,
thus insuring the originality of her talent.

Chaya Rochel Andres has been fortunate in that her poems were
published not too long ago in a Hebrew version, with superb
translations by the Israeli poetess, Esther Zametzki. Now the English
reader will have the opportunity to become acquainted with her poetry
in the lyrical and resonant translation by Yudel Cohen. Yudel Cohen is
a faithful and able translator. He has succeeded in retaining the
picturesque quality, the lyricism and the rhythm of her emotionality
and her dream-inspired verse.

In reality, Chaya Rochel’s poems need no preface. She possesses the
ability to transmute the moods, sounds and feelings of life into truly

13
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““No more can I hear the noise
Nor listen to the tumult any longer
Of the sounds of children’s cries
In painful hunger. ..
Nor the wailing of a mother
Heart torn in desolation,
On the loss of one and only son

In war’s devastation.”
(*“‘My Knees’’)

One feels that she does hear the sorrows of the hungry, and that she
suffers together with all those who suffer. In a direct manner, she
speaks to her grandchild, Rachel, and wants her to understand the pain
and woe of those who are trying to combat need by engaging in struggle
‘the powers that be.” It is important to Chaya Rochel that her
grandchild know that the world is full of the ‘‘lowly,”” who are at the
bottom of the heap and are like grains of sand under the footsteps of
the rich and powerful. She depicts the scene of poverty-ridden streets;

““Yonder, on tiny streets, wet—quagmired—
On threshold of each house there stands
With staring, hungry eyes—a child,

With small skeleton hands. . .

Unashamed. . .ragged. ...

Begging. . . with arms outstretched

For stale crusts of bread. ..

Children, who have not been fated

With the fruits of the earth to be sated. ..
So they suffer—

Hungry and affronted. . ..

And we, my child, are plagued by conscience. ..”’
(‘‘Rachel’’)

The structure of Chaya Rochel’s poem is in the usual poetic style of
poets of the people, whose poems are warmed in the dreams of longing,
in the dreams that are spun out of people’s moods. The tears of joy and
of sorrow are those they have absorbed within them in their old home.

The poems of the talented poet, Chaya Rochel Andres already
possess within themselves the vibrant and clear resonance of genuine
lyric folk-creativity. In numerous poems she exhibits an artistic skill.

12
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horrible tragedy that befell her people: her town—devastated, and
all her near and dear ones—slaughtered. The heart of this poet has
become a leathern flask filled with tears. . .

Tears of anguish permeate her words; they are laments that
mourn the fateful course of Jewish generations, who for thousands of
years suffered martyrdom. The anguish of this martyrdom is keenly
felt in the mood of this talented poet. The strongest expression of her
grief is revealed in her poem ‘‘Longing.”’ It is in the style of liturgic
odes that mourn the disasters wrought upon our people. . .and never
forget our heroes and martyrs.

“Tell me, dwarf pine trees,
Close to the shore,
Where are the hands
That planted you there?

“Tell me, little stream,
Clear and crystalline—
Do you long for Jews of yore,
Who, at ‘tashlekh,’’ lined your shore?”’
(“‘Longing’’)

Chaya Rochel Andres is not all-encompassing in her subject
matter. Nevertheless there are a goodly number of poems in which
there flourishes a variety of motifs.

In a light tone of irony, she describes the natural process of
aging: the body becomes flabby, and can no longer respond as in
the past. It is her way of attempting to hide the aches and pains that
pervade various parts of the body.

““In those years of childish antics,
When my knees would freely bend, in races frantic,
Who would have thought—on that score—
That those knees of mine would bend no more.
(‘“My Knees’’)

The same holds true of the eyes. They are beset by cataracts,
dimming the vision. The hearing becomes impaired (as hers has). Yet
though she cannot hear clearly the sounds of speech, she is well
aware of the pains that beset the world around her, and her heart
brims over. . .listening to the sounds of suffering of all the oppressed
and tortured.

11
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“The aroma of heavily peppered fish tantalizingly persists. ..
The twisted ‘challeh’ for the blessing is readied...—"’
(“My Home Just Before the Sabbath’’)

And when the treasured Sabbath draws to a close at dusk, and the last
red rays of the sky float midst encroaching dark shadows, her young
heart filled with gloom and fluttered with the desire that the holiness of
the Sabbath would not end so swiftly.

Chaya Rochel Andres, the sensitive poet, constantly recalls the
early days of her life. She describes the great need that prevailed
during the full six days of the week, when one constantly yearned for
the Sabbath. However, as always the week dragged on...with its
grinding poverty, with its bitter struggle for a small
livelihood. . .where a bit of bread and a piece of herring provide
sustenance. Nevertheless she paints this life of need as an idyllic
portrait. And why? Because, as difficult as that way of life was, she
was with her father, mother, brother and sisters. Indeed it was an
indigent home, but a hearty one, where love encompassed everyone.

Chaya Rochel Andres is a poet who adheres to that select group of
poets who reveal their emotions, their dreams full of yearning, in
stirring poetry—in the inimicable style of tuneful narration, in the
simple language of our people.

From a number of her word portraits emerge images of her mother
and father, her town and family...destroyed...However, she
remembers, and sees them through her tears.

“You see my father, aged,
In white prayer shawl wrapped—
And gently you embrace
My mother’s mild, wrinkled face. ...

Now you weave blue bows
Into sister’s thickly plaited braids. . .
(“My Song’,)

Chaya Rochel Andres was so deeply imbued with the traditional
home-spun environment of ‘‘shtetl” life, that it remained fresh in her
mind, as if only recently torn from the soil of her
yesterdays. . .regardless of whatever later experiences might have
brought. Not even for a single day did she feel spiritually separated
from the experiences of her past, in the simplicity and coziness of
her parents’ home. For this reason she is all the more shaken by the
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Introduction

In rereading the Yiddish book ‘‘My Father’s Bequest’’ by the gifted
poet, Chaya Rochel Andres, I entered once again the particular world
of her poetic folk motifs.

Her recollections reflect a constant yearning for the life-style of the
past...of far across the sea. She understands that only her memories
can bring to life those long-lost yesterdays. . .and she strives not to let
go of the threads that bind her to dreams of that time—Ilong gone.

This haunting longing vibrates in her hearty, lyrical verses, in which
she depicts the town of her birth. ..the home of her childhood and
youth. She introduces us to every splendid and sordid phase of that
environment. Before your very eyes appear the home of her
parents. . .visions of her brother and sisters. She has preserved in her
memory the sacred and honest beauty of the Sabbath and the holidays,
as well as the week-days of want and the yoke of seeking a threadbare
livelihood. . . made easier to bear by the coming of the Sabbath, with its
divine spark, which helped lift the spirit. She writes also of the Sabbath
eves. ...which began on Friday, with the bringing into the house of the
ingredients for the Sabbath meal.

‘“The Sabbath is already on the threshold;
Yellow as wax—the floors washed and scoured. . .
The pump-drawn water is already in the household,
And deep within hot oven, the ‘cholent’ is stored.”’
(‘“‘My Home Just Before the Sabbath’’)

Tears well up from the yearnings within her heart. The haunting
chants of the Sabbath songs echo through the house. . .as does the
aroma of Sabbath delicacies, tantalizing and sweet in the eating. The
farther the distance from those exalted days, the greater becomes the
yearning for those Sabbath meals, which brought hominess and love to
the traditional order of life.
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